
 

   

 

 
MS&D 2025 – The International Conference  

on Maritime Security and Defence 
 

25 November 2025 
 

Internationales Maritimes Museum 
Koreastraße 1 

20457 Hamburg 
Germany 

 
  
12:00-13:00 Registration and lunch snack 
 
13:00-13:10 Opening Remarks 

 

• Rear Admiral (ret.) Karsten Schneider, President, DMI  

• Claus Ulrich Selbach, Vice President Exhibitions Maritime & Energy  
 
 
13:10-13:45 Keynote: The current security situation in Europe 
 

Admiral (ret.) Joachim Rühle, former Chief of Staff SHAPE  
 
  



 

   

 

13:50-14:50 Panel 1 – European and NATO defense initiatives 
   

In response to Russian aggression in Ukraine, the European Union has launched various 
financial programs to strengthen European defense capabilities. "Readiness 2030" is the 
most impressive of these. Our experts provide information on these initiatives and their 
impact on the defense industry. 
 
Moderation: Heinz Schulte, DMI 

• Rudolf Strohmeier, former Director-General of the Publications Office, European 
Commission  

• Jürgen Scraback, Head of Unit Maritime Domain, European Defence Agency  

• Christian Pingel, Operations and Support Programme Manager NATO Support and 
Procurement Agency  

 
14:50-15:30 Coffee Break 
 
 
15:30-16:10 Keynote: Current German and European procurement priorities 
 

Norbert Blumenthal, Deputy Director-General for Armament III, German Federal Ministry of 
Defence 

 

  



 

   

 

16:15-17:15 Panel 2 – New German programs 
 
Along with the EU, Germany has also launched new programs for the comprehensive 
modernization of the Bundeswehr. This involves not only new equipment but also 
simplified planning and procurement procedures. This panel provides an overview of the 
Bundeswehr's new approach to equipment procurement. 
 
Moderation: Dr. Heiko Herold, DMI 

 

• Sven Weizenegger, Head of Bundeswehr Cyber Innovation Hub  

• Flottillenadmiral Dirk Gärtner, Abteilungsleiter, Abteilung Planung und Konzeption im 
Marinekommando 

 
17:15-17:45 Coffee Break 
 

17:45-18:45 Panel 3 – Business and Bundeswehr 
 
This panel offers a perspective from outside the Bundeswehr. What awaits companies 
entering the defense business? What hurdles do they face? Where can they find support? 
Our panelists will contribute perspectives from a variety of perspectives, including legal, 
organizational, and financial. 
 
Moderation: Kerry Hoppe, Munich Security Breakfast 
 

• Professor Dr. Thomas Klindt, Head of Defence & Security, Noerr Law Firm 

• Lippold von Oldershausen, CEO, BaseD GmbH 

• Thomas Bleeker, Managing Partner, Apandia GmbH 

• Dr. Adrian Neumann, Head of Defence & Security, north.io 
 

 
 
 
 



 

   

 

18:50-19:00 Closing Remarks 
  

• Rear Admiral (ret.) Karsten Schneider, President, DMI  

• Claus Ulrich Selbach, Vice President Exhibitions Maritime & Energy 
 
 
19:00-21:00 Reception with flying buffet, beer, wine, softdrinks 
 
 
Program as of 21/11/2025 
 
 
>> Up to date program online 
>> Get your ticket now 

https://www.smm-hamburg.com/programme/msd-conference/msd-conference-2025-programme
https://tickets.hamburg-messe.de/cgi-bin/fmhmc_visit/lib/pub/tt.cgi/Buy_tickets.html?oid=22585&lang=2&ticket=g_u_e_s_t&_gl=1%2Avcz8u1%2A_gcl_au%2AMTkxNTM1Njk3MS4xNzUwMjMxODE1#/articles

